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billion уеп (£1.3 

billion). That is the 

trade surplus recorded 
for Japan in March. The country has 
returned to growth, with a positive 
trade balance for the first time since 
2011. It seems to be enough to revive 
the country’s economy. 


Cover: Jérémie Souteyrat for Zoom Japan 


IN THE EYE OF ERIC RECHSTEINER 


Azabu-juban quarter, Minato district. 


тни 


Political campaigning is in full swing in this residential quarter at the heart of the Japanese capital. іп 
contrast to most candidates, who chose to travel around their constituency in a small van acknowledging 
people as they pass by, Yamamoto Herumi prefers to take his bike for a spin to meet his fellow citizens 
and promote his political agenda face to face. It is an original approach but, nevertheless, does not seem 


to be getting him much support. 


rutur Ready to reach 
for the moon 


Japan has ambitions to launch ап 150kg 
space probe called SLIM, that should land 
on the moon in 2018. It will be the fourth 
country to have achieved this feat, after 
the former Soviet Union, the United 
States and China. The aim of the mission 
is to land near to Marius, a lunar crater 
discovered by the space probe Кадиуа 


All efforts will focus on achieving a 


precision landing іп preparation for а 


future mission to Mars. 


RECORD The fastest train 
in the world 

A prototype for a future 
electromagnetic suspension train has 
achieved a record speed of 603 

km/h for the first time anywhere in 
the world. This accomplishment has 
strengthened Japan’s resolve to bring 
the new Chuo Shinkansen line into 
service by 2027. To begin with it will 
connect Tokyo to Nagoya, and the 
journey of 286km between these two 
cities will take only 45 minutes. 
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History Abe сап do better 


In Jakarta, the Prime Minister expressed 
his “deep remorse”, but failed to take 
“responsibility” for crimes during WWII. 


ver the past few weeks, the Japanese 
media has reported on many, sometimes 
violent, antiJapanese demonstrations that 


h place in China. They are nor the first, 
and they will not be the last, but as the magazine 
Weekly Kinyobi rightly underlined, there is now 
“an urgent diplomatic situation” for Japan, in the 
face of which the government appears to be helpless. 
In addition to the dispute about the Senkaku islands 
(Diaoyu in Chinese), Tokyo also needs to deal with 
a similar issue involving South Korea, related to 


ЕЗГІ 


According to Asahi Shimbun, Abe's speech welcomed 
in U.S, but not in Asia 


Takeshima Island (Dokdo in Korean), as well as 
find a solution го the long-runniny 
conflict with Russia over the Southern Kuril Islands 


rritorial 


(Норро ryodo). Japan appears to be in an inerea: 
singly weak position facing up to its principal neigh: 
bours, and there is little chance that the situation 


might improve in the coming months, considering 
the internal state of the country. There are few indi 


cators in favour of a rapid improvement. The reason 
that the Chinese are now more upfront towards 
their territorial claims is party related to their having 
overtaken Japan to become the second largest eco- 
nomic power in the world. One telling example is 
how Chinese demonstrators attacked the property 
and goods of the Panasonic corporation, one of the 
first Japanese production companies to massiveh 
invest in China in the late seventies, symbolically 
showing that they are no longer dependent on Japa- 
nese investors. In addition, relations with the United 
States have changed since the democratic party 
(Minshuto) took power in Japan in August 2009. 
Several embarrassing situations (such as the contro- 
versial deployment of Osprey fighter planes at 
Futenma airbase in Okinawa) have weakened rela- 
tions between Tokyo and Washington, and given 
Japan's neighbours the opportunity to test American 
reactions. The visit of the American Minister of 
Defence, Leon Panetta, clarified the situation when 
he repeated that the United States would not take 
a stance either way on this sensitive territorial claim. 
Nevertheless феб 
ted to an earlier American decision. In 1972, the 
American administration decided to hand back the 


ly 


'nkaku disagreement is connec- 


islands to Japan although China, and then Taiwan, 
had both laid claim to them in December 1970 and 
February 1971 respectively. Last but not least, the 


political uncertainty plaguing the archipelago is 
making the situation harder to settle. Nur 


polit 
embarrassing declarations cone 


erous 


il leaders from all sides have made multiple 


g the territorial 
issues, and in doing so have indirectly contributed 
to reinforcing the nationalist positions of their neigh- 
bours, especially with South Korea is in the middle 
ofan electoral campaign and China і replacing its 
leadership. Given the situation, it is hard to see how 
can things possibly get any better. 
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This Japanese bookshop features the work of Murakami Haruki, an author who is very popular with readers throughout the archipelago. 


To celebrate our thirty-first issue, we 
would like to invite you on ajourney of 
discovery into 31 books related to Japan. 


here are many sources of information 
about Japan at your disposal. First and 
Foremost, there's Zoom Japan, bringing 


you the latest news about all aspects of Japan 
every month, but besides your favourite monthly 
magazine (at least, we hope it is), the media gene- 
rally does not take a great interest in Japanese 
current affairs. The land of the Rising Sun usually 
ets mentioned in the event of. 


disaster, 


or when something important happens in the 
economic sphere. The Nikkei index 20,000 point 
threshold captures the interest of many newspa- 
pers, as do the management difficulties encoun- 
tered while dealing with the Fukushima dai-ichi 
nuclear crisis. Apart from these issues though, 
news articles or reports about the archipelago 
are rare these days, but there was a time when 
Japan and the Japanese were of great interest to 
everyone, They once dominated the world eco- 
nomic stage, as Japanese companies conquered 
international markets with their products and 
the yen was strong enough for them to invest 
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throughout the world, The media produced 


reams of information - not always very well infor- 


med - about this strange country that was some- 
times seen as a source of disquiet. We need to 
accept that time is long past, but having said that, 
the growth of the Internet has made ita lot easier 
to access a great deal of previously unavailable 
information, allowing people to broaden their 
knowledge of Japan and the Japanese. However, 
many of these sources still need to Бе translated 


so that they are accessible to those who don’t 
speak Japanese. This explains why books are still 
very important. Ata time when there are fewer 
people reading due to the rise of digital infor- 
mation platforms, it is good to remember that 
books are still an essential source of information 
has 
about the country, 


about Japan. Over the past twenty у 
not just been scholarly stu 


из, 


its culture, history and society that have become 
widely available in translation, but also but also 
many literary works and comics too. Publishers 
have achieved a great deal on this front, exploring 
new literary horizons after previously limiting 
themselves to certain authors such as Mishima 


Yukio or Kawabata Yasunari. Of course, it took 


а great success like Murakami Haruki со prove 


you don't have го be а Westerner to be a writer 
capable of seducing a wider audience, 
Through Mura 
sage, 

and have go 
work of other 


i's work with its universal mes- 


aders have discovered Japan and its society, 


с оп to immerse themselves in the 
а Ко and Higa- 
shino Keigo. These two novelists have clearly сар 

tured their audiences with their sublime writing 
styles, but also because they share key insights nec 
sary to the understanding of their country. The 
same can be said about many famed mangaka, 
whose work is also highly regarded. Mizuki Shigeru 
and Umezu Kazuo have both opened thei 4 

s about new ways of looking at Japan. 

So to celebrate this wealth of literature, we have 
selected 31 books about Japan, written by both 
Japanese and non-Japanese authors, to introduce 
то our readership. We consider these as some of 
the best books to help you understand what Japan 
isall about. Of course, there were many more we 
could have included, but you have to draw the line 
somewhere. They are numbered, but in no parti- 
cular order, so feel free to just di 


rs such as Ора 


in with any that 
take your fancy. АШ that remains now is to wish 
you enjoyable and enlightening read. 

JEAN DEROME & Opara Маміна 


Jeni Sutera or Zoom рат 


Mishima Yukio’s second novel explores 
themes that are still important in Јара- 
nese society to this day, such as people’s struggle 
to fit into a society where those who are different 
are often ostracised. This was even more true at 
atime when the authoritarian regime was sup- 
pressing any kind of dissent or unorthodox beha- 
viour, such as the protagonist's homosexuality. 
So the mask of the title stands for the kind of 
public image he presents to the world, in the 
belief that everyone had no choice but to hide 
their true fee- 1949 
lings and take MISHIMA Yukio 
partina univer- Confessions of a Mask 
sal masquerade, Penguin Classics, 2008 
eight short stories written by female 


Қ; writers, It is a thought-provoking 


introduction to feminist literature in Japan and 
the reality of Japanese women's lives today. Often 
graphic in style and explicit in content, these sto- 
ries tackle such topics as marriage, prostitution, 
reproduction and friendship between women. 
Many of them highlight the fact that, though 
increasingly independent both socially and finan- 
cially, many women in Japan are emotionally 
and sexually starved, and are still very insecure 
in their dealings with male-dominated societ 
Single women in particular are left in the unen- 
viable situation 1958 

of having to Inside and Other Short 
choose between Fiction : Japanese Women 
and а by Japanese Women 
familylife Kodansha International 


This book is а detailed study of the 
Russo-Japanese War (1904-05), the 
first war ever won by an Asian country 


against a European power in modern times. 
While little remembered in history books, the 
conflict put Japan on the world geopolitical map 
and turned a possible colonial victim into an 
increasingly greedy aggressor, whose future 
foreign policy would lead to far bigger and bloo- 
ind the Pacific. Connaugh- 
ton is a military historian, but he knows how to 
keep the reader interested, while still loading 
his narrative with lots of statistics and official 


4 Although it takes place during WWII, 


This provocative anthology features 


а care 


dier wars in China 


reports. This is a 
useful book to 2003 

understand the Richard CONNAUGHTON 
path Japan took Rising Sun and Тит 
to gloryand tra- Bear : Russia's War with 
gedy in the 20th Japan, 

century. Cassel, 2004 


Abe was a master of the surreal exis- 
2 tential novel, and this Kafkaesque 
parable, set in Tortori’s miniature 
desert, pits modern civilized Japan against its old 
tribal self. An amateur entomologist who ven- 
tures among the dunes and gets trapped at the 
bottom ofa crevasse tries in vain to escape, while 
the village woman who becomes his companion 
passively accepts her own fate and willingly sacri- 
fices her life for the good of the community. It is 
this character who stands out far more than the 
petulant scholar, displaying strength and resilience 
and how hap- 
pinesscan be 1962 
found in a ABEKobo 
seemingly The Woman in the Dunes 
subordinate trans. E. Dale Saunders 
Penguin Classics, 2006 


existence. 


‘One day, Canadian English teacher Will 
Ferguson bet his friend that he could 
hitchhike the whole length of Japan, and 

in order to make it more interesting he decided 
to follow the “cherry blossom front” that sweeps 
up the archipelago every year, from south to 
north. What follows isa picaresque adventure 
along the streets of Japan, full of weird and 
moving encounters with all sorts of people. Less 
elegiac and literary in tone than Alan Booth’s 
and Donald Richie's works, this insightful and 
witty book actually teaches the reader many 
things about 

Japan and its 1998 

people without Will FERGUSON 

ever taking itself Hokkaido Highway Blues 

too seriously. Canongate Books, 2003 


косиз @ 


he tragedy brought upon people in 
oshima and Nagasaki went far 
beyond the atomic bombings, as the 


survivors were ostracized for being impure after 
suffering radiation poisoning, Ibuse's novel chro- 
nicles a young survivor's struggle against prejudice 
as she attempts to lead a normal life and get mar- 
ried in the face of rumours that she is damaged 


goods. Based on interviews and notes from actual 
survivors, and written in a detached documentary 
style, the book is a faithful portrait of everyday 
life in postwar Japan and is even more topical 
than ever since 

Fukushima's 1965 

nuclear disaster IBUSE Мазай 

renewed the old Black Rain 

cycle or fear and trans, John Bester 
Kodansha America, 2012 


superstition. 


Japanese comics, for many younger fans 
7 of the medium, are often synonymous 
with violence, robots, superheroes and 
cute girls, but the long and memorable history 
of manga has much more to it than that, and 
Tatsumi is one of its founding fathers. This epic 
autobiography (it took him 10 years to draw the 
855-page book) spans the postwar period bet- 
ween 1948 and 1960, and portrays Tatsumi’s 
struggle to survive on the margins of Japanese 
society while fighting for artistic recognition in 
a realistic way. In the background we experience 
the country’s slow 


return го norma- 2008 

lity, economic TATSUMI Yoshihiro 
recovery and ће A Drifting Life 
student riots of Drawn and Quarterly, 
the "605. 2009 
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Тһе Tsutaya bookshop іп Daikayama, Tokyo, provides a space conducive to reading. 


Written when he was only 23 years old, 
e's first novel tells the story of a group 
ofkids from a young offenders facility 

who are evacuated from war-torn Tokyo to the 

countryside, Far from escaping the horrors of 

WWII they experience the villagers hate and ostra 

cism and are faced with the fact that society — e 


in these bucolic surroundings - is fundamentally 


evil, 


specially towards those who are considered 
outsiders. A member of the anti-war and anti-nuclear 


movement since 19: 


hisdaysasacollage € 
student, Ое dis- 


Ё 


for violence and t 


all his scorn 


Imperial Japan's. Mackintosh 8 
involvement ina Sugiyama 


senseless war. lon Travel, 


Good food is a huge part of Japanese 
life, and in this novel, Ogawa Ito des- 
cribes how food с 


change peoples’ 
lives. Іс turns his heroine's life around when, 
after a break-up, she leaves the capital, goes 
home to her mother and opens a restaurant, 
thanks to which ОСА 

she is able to Res 
spread a little 
happiness. It Trans. I 
truly is a joyful Кагаз 
story. 
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When the sense oflonelinessistoo 
much to bear, the protagonist of 
this novel starts to see any chance 

encounter asa possibility for salvation. It mostlyends 

upin unfulfling sex and even more sadness, bur Mari 

Akasaka’s bulimic woman gets lucky when she meets 


ага а convenience store and joins him on 


iks 


anex 


an incredible and unlikely road trip. The book sp 


for and to all those 


20 and 30-something Japa 


who are continually pressured to conform to rigid 
soc 


customs and gender roles, and for this reason 
enduplivingalone 
and not able to 
findakindred soul 
toshare their lives 
with. aberar 


Four women working the graveyard 
shift at a bento factory become entan- 
led in a murder when the youngest 

one kills her violent, gambling husband. While very 
different in character, they all share deep frustration 
with the kind oflife they are leading, caught between 
money problems, distant fimilies and a general sense 
ofalienation. Detective fiction writer Kirino Мася 
shows usa grittier, less pretty image of Japa 
low-middle class 


women struggle to KIRINO Nat 


, where 


fight the pervasive 0) 
social, economicand trans. Stephen Snyder 
sexual injustices. ge, 2004 


In the history of Japanese manga 
“Akira” represents а watershed of 
epic proportions, When Otomo 
Katsuhiro began to publish his revolutionary story 
on the pages of Young Ма 
had seen anything quite lil 
very det 


it: realistic drawings, 


led backgrounds and Japanese characters 
who for once looked Japanese (black hair, smaller 
eyes). All thisin а SF story that mixes together echoes 


arand strange religious cults, high tech- 
and street gangs. When the saga reached its 
end 2,000 pages later, the equally revolutionary 
anime version had already been released on unsus- 


goers,buttheori- ОТО 
ginal mangas the 
real thing, K 


The unlikely author of the world’s 
Japanese lad 
gat the Imperial court who, 
being a woman, wasn’t supposed to be so erudite 
and skilled at writing, Lady SI 
tells the story of Prince Genji and his amorous 


first novel was 


kibu masterfully 


exploits, and in the process gives usa stylish and 
poetic psychological portrait of court life in the 
Heian Period, early 11th 

with all its cus- MURAS. 


toms, intricate 


rules and sche- 


ming aristocrats. 


mie Soe for Zoom japan 


After a bitter war, two atomic 
bombs and a seven-year occupa- 
tion, Japan's relationship with the 

United States became very complex and in some 

respects і still unresolved. In this plotless collective 

portrait of Ryu and his friends (This was the 
author's debut novel), he goes beyond introspection 
in order to portray the nihilistic life of a group of 
people living close со an American military base in 
Kanagawa. It is 1970 and the student movement 


has failed in its attack on society, academic education 


and the war in Vietnam, leading the young prota 


gonists to take refuge in drug-fuelled stupor and 


senseless sex. But the highs offered by sex and drugs 
can Мо ебе against 


the general sense of 


boredom and alie 
nation, It all feels 
li 


alongbad trip 


Racial discrimination can be found 


everywhere in the world and is 


directed against different groups of 
people, but Japan is unique in that many victims 
belong to the same race as the perpetrators. The 
burakumin area caste whose ancestors did what 
Buddhism considered “dirty” jobs (butchers, lea- 
ther workers, grave diggers, etc.) and didn't havea 
literary voice of their own until Nakagami Kenji 
came along and gave them a sense of pride for a 
short period before his untimely death from cancer. 
His uncompro- 

mising 


show how the 


stories 


burden of social 
inequality ends 
up poisoning 


people's lives 


Hanawa Kazuichi is one of Japan's 
best manga artists, He also used to 
bea model gun enthusiast, but was 
arrested for tinkering with a piece from his collection 
and turning intoa 
book chronicles the two years he spent in jail bet 


weapon. This biographic 


ween 1995 and 1997, and remainsan extremely fas- 
cinating portrait of prison life. What makes it par- 
ticularly interesting are all the little details about 
Japanese prisons - a world apart that in many res- 
pects mirrors Japanese society and is light-years away 
from Western 200 

jails This book is 

the best explana- 

tion of why you 

should avoid 
gpingto prison in 
Japan ағай costs. 


Even if laptops and smart-phones have superseded newspapers and books on trains, there are still a few 


people who are passionate about reading. 


The most surprising thin 
this collection of zuihitsu (literary 


jottings) is how fresh and modern 


they sound now, even though the author wrote 
about a world far removed from today, both in 


time and character. Sei Shonagon may be writing 


about everyday court life in the Heian Period (794- 
1185), but her 185 eclectic musings and lists of 
gs she likes and hates show us how little 


thing 
This is a delightful 


human nature has сна! 


example of how 
irony and wit can 
become a weapon 
in the right lite- 
rary hands. 


A former juvenile delinquent who 
spent time іп а borstal, Nosaka 
Akiyuki knew thing or two about 
war, family tragedy and growing up in Japan's bom- 
bed out cities. In this novel that put him on the lite- 
rary map, the protagonist only aspires to relieve peo- 


Ріє sorrow while hoping to make some money in 
the process, and what better way to do it than by 
idventures 


яр look 


making pornography! The tragicomi 


of this band of pornographers offer pri 
into the country’s 
kinky past while 
accurately рог 


trayingJ 


Murakami Haruki is mainly known 
for his postmodern, dream-like fan- 
tasy novels, but in 1996, after living 


nine years abroad, he embraced a more socially com- 
mitted approach to literature by interviewing both 
the victims of Aum Shinrikyo's sarin gas attack on 
the Tokyo subway, and members of the doomsday 
cult itself. The book highlights many interesting 
aspects of the Japanese mentality and the media's 
sensationalist approach to reporting, In the end, 
Murakami concludes that the incident 


ainsa 


missed chance to analyze the true causes ofthe tra- 


gedy, as most 1997 
people preferred MURAKAMI Haruki 
totreatthecult Underground: 


The Tokyo Gas Attack 
and the Japanese Psyche 
trans. Alfred Birnbaum & 
Philip Gabriel 

Vintage, 2003 


as ап aberration 
instead of ап 
expression of a 
general social 
ma 


MURAKAMI 


During his short and сог- 
mented life, Marxist-influen- 
ced Рага Osamu always felt 


a sense of guilt for being born into а privileged 
mily. This novel in particular describes the 
decline of Japan's aristocracy after WWII by 
recounting the 
family while they try to regain some sort of peace 
and serenity amid the postwar chaos. The book's 
success would help turn the phrase “people of 
the setting sun” into a popular expression, as 
the title itself refers to the fact that the once 
Rising Sun (ie. 1947 
Japan) had lost DAZAI Osamu 
both its material The Setting Sun 
spiritual trans. Donald Keene 

New Directions, 1968 


of Kazuko and her once rich 


and 
wealth, 
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In the 1990s and 2000s, so-called 
“gyaru” were all over the place, 
with their sassy attitude and gla- 


morous clothes and makeup. From their base in Shi- 
buya they would spread the word ко a new generation 
of high school girls, eager to challenge mainstream 
society. In 2003, at the peak of gyaru culture, 20- 
year-old Капећага Hitomi chose one of these teen- 
agers as the protagonist of her debut novel, providing. 
readers with an in-depth portrait of what goes on in 
the minds of young women today. Вис Kanchara’s 
world becomes much darker as her heroine gets her 
tongue pierced 2003 

andalarge tattoo KANEHARA Hitomi 

before plunging Snakes and Earrings 

into post-bubble trans. David Karashima 


Vintage, 2005 


angst. 


„ср 


detective story is just an excuse to show the city of 
Tokyo reduced to rubble, where the survivors wan- 


One year after Japan's defeat in 
WWII, the police are hunting 
fora serial killer. However, this 


der around in search of meaning amid the chaos 
and destruction, much like in Rossllni’s" 
Year Zero”. In this — the first part ofa trilogy about 


Sermany 


postwar Japan - David Peace marries form and 
content by adopting a language that is pulled араг, 
disjointed and repetitive, creating a lyrical and spell- 
2007 

DAVID Peace 

Tokyo Year Zero 

Faber & Faber, 2007 


binding story as 
close to poetry as 
itistoa traditional 


novel. 


Feminist, pacifist and social refor- 
mer Yosano is one ofthe most 
famous and controversial woman 


poets in Japan, and this is arguably her masterpiece. 
Though most of the 400 verses in this collection are 
love poems, she exploits ће traditional tanka form 
. Far from the accep- 


anew idea of feminini 
ted social norm, 1901 
thewomendepic- YOSANO Akiko 
tedinthisbookare Tangled Hair 
strong, assertive trans. $. Goldstein 
and sexually бес. Cheng & Tsui, 2002 


The way the author of this 
manga depicts his country in 
1972is fascinating, After the fai- 


lure of the left-wing movements to impose а new 
model, the direction Japan took led to its products 
being distributed world wide. However, dissatisfied 
with this state of affairs, Umezu conjured up а terrible 
story. A school is transported into the future where 
everything is destroyed and where students die of 
hunger as the author UMEZU Kazuo 
demonstrates his lack Тре Drifting Classroom 
of faith іп the бише Trans. Yuji Oniki 

Japan has built foritselé VIZ Media LLC, 2006 


toasser 


This novel was first published in 

1929and immortalized Kobayashi 

Takijias the writer of the working 
class, Hewas born in 1902 оа poor family in North 
Japan, and his plans to become a banker changed 
when he found out about the miserable ives of menial 
workers. He tackles the subject head-on in The Fac- 
tory Ship, taking the reader down into the boats used 
rocatch and can crab -а luxury product- into inhu- 
man conditions that stir up resentment and rebellion, 
This masterpiece of proletarian literature eventually 
led to the author's death, but it would achieve great 
success for a second time in the 2000s ata time of 
Today many 


increasing poverty in Japanese societ 
people 1929 

now refer to it KOBAYASHI Takiji 

The Crab Cannery Boat 
Trans, Zeljko Cipris 
University of Hawaii Press, 
2013 


young 


in search of an 
answer to the 


crisis. 


= 


During the authoritari 
vative Edo Era, he pioneered a new kind of rea- 
listic prose through which he described the “floa- 
ting world” of the rising middle-class and its 
liberal attitude toward social interaction. Alas, 
hischa in par- 
ticular, are inevitably confronted with the strict 
morality of the time and must choose between 
conforming or breaking the law, with the risk 


hara Saikaku (1641-1693) is 
one of the best 


ters of the pre-modern era. 


n and morally conser- 


icters, and his amorous wom 


of being senten- 1685 

ced to death, IHARA Saikaku 

Even so, many Five Women Who Loved 
choose short- Love 

lived happiness. trans. W.T. де Bary 
over a dull life, Tuttle, 1997 


Perhaps tablets represent the future of reading. 


"Олс of the most famous travel 
books about Japan tells the story 
of the author's journey on foot 
across the country. Starting from its northernmost 
point, he covered 3218km until he reached the coun- 
tuy’ssouthem tip, What really makes this booka won- 
derful read, though, is Booth’s ability ко observe and 
nd people he meets while 
walking across Japan's “wrong side” — the less deve- 


describe the places he se 


Торед west coast. The book isalso interesting in that 


reactions to these encounters 


the author's ambiv. 


are typical of many 19 
foreign residents’ Alan 


love/hate relationship Th 


with the country. Kodansha America, 


IfEdogawa Ranpo was the pio- 

neer of police literature in Japan 

and Matsumoto his worthy suc- 
cessor, then Higashino Keigo, born in 1958 when 
Matsumoto's bestseller Tokyo Express was publi- 
shed, is keeping the tradition going brilliantly. 
His stories take place in today's society and his 
subtle analysis poses questions about his contem- 
poraries, In this novel Higashino questions what 
will encourage a man to sacrifice himself for love. 
Іс also features one of his recurrent characters, 


the physician Yul 
helping the ро 
was also one of 


а, who is always prompt in 
to resolve difficult cases. This 


Higashino's many 2005, 
works that has TheL 
been adapted for 

cinemaand TV. N 


What strikes you when reading 

Snow Country isthe sheer quality 

of Kawabata’s writing - showing 
why he won the Nobel Prize for literature in 1968. 
Despite the lack of action, you will not tire of reading 
it again and again, like the joy at the first snowfall 
every year. The author was a regular visitor to Echigo 
Yuzawa thermal station, where he wrote this novel, 


and his knowledge of the area allowed him to write 
beautifl passages describing the landscape, the craft 
work and the villages that are always covered with 
snow. This bookis 
a beautiful way of К sun 
discovering the 

“other side of trans. E 


Japan”. 


Опе of the 


moving tales of wartime tragedy, 

and also a comic art masterpiece, 
memoir stats in the days leading 
up to the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, and fol- 
lows the life of the eponymous boy and his surviving 
family after the war. With a simple but expressive 


and sometimes violent style, 
story goes beyond the usual anti-war message to 
tackle such themes as discrimination against 


akazawa's pacifist 


Koreans and the survivors of the nuclear bombings, 
the Emperor's responsibility for the tragedy, the 
relationship bet- 1 

ween historyand NAKA iji 


memory,andthe J 
battle between trans. Project 


goodandevil. Last Gasp, 2005 


Chavouer’s first book isa beautiful 
lesson all about Japan. What cha- 
racterizes it is his fresh approach 


and the innocence he brings with regard to the 
country and its sociery. Unlike many foreign com- 
mentators, he didn't choose the easy path of 
picking out Japanese clichés and stereo 


has just chosen to record ev 
taking a stroll through different districts in the 
capital. The result is astounding. As well as his 


sense of humour and the quality of his prose, the 


author has succeeded in painting a very simple 


and truthful por- F OUET 
trait that is the 
equal of 
other quality С 


look at Japan. 


any 
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CULTURE 


воок Welcome to my place 


Photographer Kawamoto Shiori 


invites you to immerse yourself in the 
world of otaku in this must-read book. 


world as “otaku” used со be portrayed — 

particularly in Japan -азап antisocial bunch 
of nerdy guys sporting flannel shirts, dirty hair 
and sweaty faces, However, recent acceptance 
from mainstream society has brought about new 
- Digging deep under the 
al surface, the media's curious gaze has 
thus discovered a more varied and fascinating 
landscape populated by people of different ages 
Now we have a 
fair knowledge of the public face of the otaku 


| п the past, the iconic group known to the 


interest in their Шезгу] 


жеге 


and from different walks of li 


lifestyle (their favourite shops, maid cafe 
к), but what about their private lives 
do th 


doors? In order to satisfy our insatiable voy 
арра 
appeared that doc 


nt this “secret 


an obsessive geek. One of the mor 
“Палки Не 
king, 40 


His collection of 


people thi 


and anime fans, but ам 


1 


з, compulsive knitters and ev 


they pursue it with such a passion that they often 


PREFERENCE 


Daraku beya (Debased Rooms) by Shiori 
Kawamoto, published by Gurafikkusha, £26.85. 


rents, 
Where 
and what do they do behind closed 
istic 
e, a number of photo books have recently 
side ofbeing 
interesting is 
(Debased Rooms) by boyish-loo- 
1-old photographer Kawamoto Shiori. 
rors and portraits Б particularly 
fascinating because all his subjects are young 
women, thus contradicting what many (or most) 
k about being an otaku. Among the 
50 female geeks featured in this 160-page book, 
there are not only your fair share of typical manga 
glasses idols,” weapon 
aself-professed 
yenis artist”, Whatever their overriding interest, 


end up filing every comer oftheir rooms (sometimes 
even the ceiling) with their objects of desire. For 
instance, there is 34-year-old Nijiiro Pony who 
spends her free time hunting for My Little Pony 
goods, or Takagi Ayako who declares her love for 
American comic artist Jim Woodring and has a 
room full of Sof Boys and Frank Kozik figures 
19-year-old Borutanext5 works in a maid café 
and her rather spacious room is equally divided 
between Pretty Cure merchandise and big stuffed 
toys, while Morishita Yuniko’s cramped living 
space resembles a disaster shelter. Mixed in to this 
pyrotechnic pa 
few professional “ 
and Yumemi Nemu of Denpagur 
book title actually refers со what idols сай the 
dormitories they li idol groups often 


lols” such as Furukawa Mirin 


с fame. The 


in,asot 


live together in ramshackle apartments until they 
hit it big, and their rooms become so cluttered 


with crap they become “corrupted” or “depra 
However, there is nothing that is actually depraved 
in the pictures Kawamoto has га 


Avoiding 
the interior magazine look, he shot the rooms as 
they were, and it is true that most of them don't 


seem to be suitable for living in, but all 


young women look quite comfortable ther 


candid snapshots show unrestricted excess and 
shameless indulgence - in other words, the purest 
expression of being an otaku ~ but what clearly 
shines through from each and every photo is the 
subject’s happiness in being surrounded by her 
friends; feeling 5 
The rooms are ofte 


nd secure in her own world. 
nged in a way that your 
eyes meet a part of their collection wherever you 
turn. For some people they may look rather claus- 
trophobic, but these girls don't seem to mind. 
These are, after all, their very own personal oases. 
JEAN Derome 
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CULTURE Ж 


ovo Harlock turns 45 and he's doing fine 


This film adaptation of the cult series 

created in 1969 proves to be a great 

success - despite some imperfections. 
mated version of Space Pirate Captain 


Е Напо 


first discon 


irst created in 1969 аха manga, the ani- 


arrived in Europe soon after it 


4 Japanese animation. How 


in contrast to its competitors, the animated ver- 
sion had better scripts and the same attention 
to visual detail that the original m: 
did, The same can be said of the recent adaptation 


for the cinema, James Cameron, a great connois- 


ga series 


seur of the silver screen, calls the film “Mythic, 
еріс and visually innovative" 
Our own rev 


comes to pretty much the same 
conclusions and Shinji Aramaki’s “Harlock Space 
Pirat 
in every sense of the word, but without doubt 


" proves to be a very beautiful space opera 


mainly due to its graphics and movement. “Har 


lock Space Pirate” is much more realistic tha 


other computer generated animation films, and 
reaches new heights in style and design for its 
space sets, the ships and the characters, although 
the latter, despite good performances, do not 
quite match up to the former, 

The hero, Captain Harlock, is described as a 
“space corsair”, but this is not quite accurate. A 
corsair or privateer works for a sovereign for 
money, while those who plunder ships for their 
own selfish benefit and that of their crew are 
known simply as pirates. Harlock is strongly 
opposed to the governmental regime in his uni: 


verse and tends towards anarchist behaviour, 


REFERENCE 


Entertainment. £27.75 (Blu-Ray), £15.99 (DVD). 


which definitely places him more in the pirate 
camp. This is further emphasized by his eye 
patch, the flag at the mast of his ship and the 
white skull ram on the prow that splinters enemy 
vessels when he boards them, echoing what hap: 
pened at sea during the 17th century 

One of the film's biggest draws though, is the 
characterization of Captain Harlock himself, He 


is more с 


mplex and tormented than in the 
original se 
He is elegant and quiet, but a tortured and 
secretive leader, whose charisma is apparent throu. 
ghout the film, though it is downplayed in the 
storyline. This subtle ha 


and no longer just a “simple reaver”. 


f the characteri. 


dling. 


zation was a wise move that might surprise ( 


the good sense) fans and help newcomers discover 


this hero one step ata time, leaving them longing 
for more once the lights are turned ир 

Finally, the production values and the effort 
put in are immense, with 5 years of work, 150 
people behind the special effects and 100 million 
computer files created, However, the film does 
пог use it’s impressive production values as а 
crutch. 

The plot is worthy of the best space operas, 
with a dark and tortured hero, who isa romantic 
nd great sidekicks 
who all play their part. The script does get a 
little muddled aro 


figure if ever there was one, 


ind the end, bur this does 


not detract in the least from the pleasure fans of 
the genre will experience. 


GABRIEL BERNARD 


& Gifts J 


Murasaki Shikibu. 
Florent Chavouet 


Haruki Mur 
Keigo Higashino 


P BOOKS 


“ра 


ЭРТ EUROPE LTD. - Trading as JP ВООК5 


24-25 Denman Street, London WID 7НЏ U.K. 
Tel +44(0)20 7839 4839 Fax +44(0)20 7287 0903 Ета! 


il info@jpbooks.co.uk 
Open Mon-Sat 10:30-20:00 5ип11:00-18:00 WwWw.jpbooks.co.uk 
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INTERVIEW Worldwide success 


This girl-band who are not only popula 
Japan ыш ай around the world, are finally 
going ona world tour, including London. 


How were the group first formed? 
Scandal : All four of us used to attend the same 
vocal and dance school in Osaka in 2006. Although 


raining to play instruments 
опе of our teachers suggested we should take 
up instruments and that was how the band was first 


formed, 


Where was the most memorable live perfor- 


оп have ever done? 


manc 
Scandal : Since we formed the group it was always 
а dream to play at the Osaka Caste hall and the 


other big venues in Osaka, and when I finally рег 
formed a one man live show there I felt that it was 
my most memorable performance yet. However, 
I chink that our experience with the current world 
tour has topped that and is our new number one. 


All the time we are performing there isa feeling 


that this will be something we won't forget for the 


rest of our lives. 


This is your first ever world tour, so is there 
anything in part 
be aware of? 


cular that you are trying to 


Scandal : When doing the MC sections, we really 
like being able to say something in the local lan 
guages of the countries we visit, Of course, we want 
todo the basic greetings and stuff, but we also want 
to be a bit more proactiv 
that. For the last gig in Paris, all the ba 
practiced really hard. We had studied some English 
in Japan but French was pretty difficult. Butit 
great fun, and we want to be able to say even more 


nd say more on top of 


4 members 


as 
next time we come here. 
Which country have you had the most fan in? 


Scandal : We h: 
moment and have only been to London and Paris 


only just started the tour at the 


so far, so I think we still have it all to come. 


Is there anywhere else you would be interested 
in goingto that is not on your tour schedule this 
time around? 

Scandal: There are loads of places. We get messages 
оп Twitter from places in South America lke Chile, 
Argentina and Brazil, алд they look like fun places 
to go, so we would like to visit that area someday. 
When we were eating dinner last night, some of 
the staff recommended Spain and Morocco too. I 
would love to go to Spain. 


Congratulations on the limited edition Euro- 
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- SCANDAL 


pean release of your new “best of collection” 
album. Could you please tell usa bit more about 
the thinking behind which songs were chosen 
for the album? 

Scandal: Thank you. For this album we are relea- 
sing under the JPU Records label and we asked the 
guysat JPU to listen го ай of our music to date and 
pick the ones they felt would work best for Euro- 


pean fans and those which were liked the best there. 


Thear that they chose one of SCANDAL's songs 
for the theme song to Pokemon the movie XY. 
You have created the themes for many popular 
anime, but what inspired you to start writing 
anime music in the first place? 

Scandal : At the start we simply fele that the music 
n fitted 


well together, and so arranged it so we could do 


we make and the overall image of a 


im; 


someanime themes. Pokemon wasan anime that 


we had all watched since we were very young and 


же all had very strong пи 


по! 


es of it, so we really 
wanted to work on that. When we were approached 
to do the Pokemon movie theme, they explained 
what kind of image they were looking for in great 
detail and Tomomi wrote the lyrics to fit with that 


vision. 


Do youall personally like anime then? 
Scandal : We love anime. Our favourite is Poke- 


топ and we have all been fans since we were really 
small. And Sailor Moon too. Recently Sailor Moon 


Haruna (Lead vocals/Guitar), Tomomi (Bass/Vocals), Rina (Drums/Vocals), Mami (Guitar/Vocals) 


has had a remake done in Japan, and there isa new 
series, so we are watching it again now. It really 


makes us feel nostalgic seeing it 


Could we please have a message for the readers 
of Zoom Japan? 
Scandal : This is our first time here in the U.K. 
and we really did not expect to spend such an 
intense, crazy night here, so we are overjoyed. We 
really feel that we have to come back here again, so 
please keep on supporting us! 

INTERVIEW By AGNES ВТА Kovars 


REFERENCE 


Greatest hits released exclusively in the UK and 
Europe from JPU Records on 4th May 
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SHOCHIKUBAI SHIRAKABEGURA 


hitp!//shirakabegura-mio jp/english/ TAKARA SHUZO СО. ТО. From JAPAN 


EATING & DRINKING 


It’s a woody flavour 


BIO 


Naoyuki first came to the UK in 
2003 and has been in charge of 
ordering and selling sake and 
shochu at the Japan Centre since 
2006. He obtained the 
prestigious 551 sake sommelier 
qualification іп 2013. www.japancentre.com 


TRADITIONAL June is “Minazuki” 


Hydrangeas in full bloom (L) Traditional pickled foods known as “tsukemono”(R) 


June: A tasty snack to help get through Japan's 


oppressive rainy season 


nce the bright and pleasant sunny 
weather of May has passed, the humi- 
dity shoots up across Japan and makes 
for a muggy June. An old name for the month 
of June is “munazuki”, which literally means 
“the waterless month”, but ironically this is when 
Japans annual period of heavy rain known аз 
the “tsuyu” begins, with the highest recorded 
rainfall for the whole year! 
An image that many Japanese people have when 
they think of June is of caterpillars crawling 
across the rain-soaked leaves of hydrangeas. It 
is a season where people want to go outside and 
walk among the blooms springing up across the 
country with umbrella in hand, but can also be 


a humid and oppressive time, when many people 


find their appetite decreases 
Because of the stifling atmosphere, many prefer 
crisp, refreshing foods at this time of year, and 
the sales of traditional pickled foods known as 
“tsukemono” increase exponentially. Tsukemono 
consist of various vegetables left to pickle in salt, 
vinegar or the lees left over after sake production. 
‘This process involves pickling using the lacto- 
bacillus found in plants, giving a pleasing flavour 
and texture that goes brilliantly with steamed 
white rice. The technique was originally deve- 
loped to preserve foods from going mouldy, but 
in recent times it has received interest for its 
health benefits, as the lactobacillus bacteria are 
still alive when they enter the intestine and can 
have positive effects there 
REFERENCE 


Japan Koinobori Association NAGASAKI RYO 
www.koinobori-nippon.jp/en 


‘So Restaurant” and "50 Sushi 


Enjoy a delicious selection of 
Restaurant а sushi Che highest quality Japanese food. 


3-4 Warwick Street, London W1B 51$ 
Mon-Fri. 12:00-15:00 (Lunch) 17:30-23:00 (Dinner) (1 


Sat. 1 
tel. 020 7292 0767 ~ 


w.sorestaurant 


0-23:00 (Closed Sunday) 


com 


EATING 8 DRINKING 


HOME COOKING _ _ 
se and Japanese Seven-Spl 


with Mayonnai 


May із the season for English 
asparagus. | often pick my own in 
the local PYO and steam them as 
soon as | get home. Fresh aspara- 
us is so juicy and green, and it’s 
perfect for sushi rolls. Japanese 
seven-spice is a popular blend of 
chilli seasoning that typically 
includes red chili pepper, roasted 
iow and black 
, Japanese pepper, 
seaweed and ginger. A wonderful 
condiment to have in your cup: 
board, it is available to buy in 
Japanese supermarkets or online. 
The creamy, salty mayonnaise goes 
---” perfectly with the complex flavour 
©! the seven spices for a perfect sea 

sonal dish 


Makes 24 pieces of Sushi Roll 
Server 2 


4 Steamed Asparagus Spears 


How te prepare Sushi Rice: Yutaka Sushi Ne 


1. Put the nce into а bowl and wash with cold water. Rince 3 or times unti the water becomes 
Чем and then drain in a sieve. Place the пее and 200m of water into a saucepan, bring to boil 
‘withthe оп using a high heat, then reduce to low heat and simmer lor 15 minutes Turn ой the 
heat and leave to stand for 10 minutes, keeping the На on. 

2. Mix rice vinegar, sugar and salt together and fold into the cooked rice while stil hot. Leave to 
stand and cut the 2 seaweed sheets in half to make 4 pieces. 


O Divide the rice into 4 equal portions. Spread a quarter of the rice on each piece of seaweed 


ов the centre and place some asparagus just below the centre line. 
Ө Bring the closest side of the seaweed to the edge of the mat and carefully еді It up to 
enclose the ingredients, pressing down gently Irom the top and sides with both hands. Repeat 
the process to make 3 more rolls. Finali roll into 6 equal pieces. Start by cutting 
through the middle and then cut each half into 3 equal pieces. Serve with soy sauce. 


Salmon Teriyaki Class 
26th May 2015 19:00 (60 minutes) 
УЧИ: Rocipe by Акт! Yokoyama at Зога! 


be? 


subseri 


ТАЛМАТЕ! 
020 7404 9665 
9-15 Leather Lane, London ЕСІМ 7ST 


MON-FRI 12:00-14:30(L0) 18:00-22:00(10) 


Japanese Fine Ramen Noodle & Sushi Bar 
ITTENBARI 
М Brewer Street, London WF 908 


tel: (20 7287 1318 
OPEN: Mon-Sat 12h-23h San12h-22h 


ч 
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Among the islands many attractions, the Kuniga cliffs, the highest in Japan, are top of the list 


ADVENTURE The magic of the Oki Islands 


Ifyou are looking fora place where you can 
recharge your batteries, then think about 
travelling to this unique archipelago. 


rize-winning novelist and former Japan 
resident David Mitchell once remarked “If 
you only make one trip while you are in 


Japan, make sure it's to the Oki Islands", They are, 
he claimed, a little patch of Old Japan as yet untain 
ted by Pachinko, high-rise apartments or junk-food 
joints: the perfect antidote to big city stress 

Only 40 miles, less than a three-hour ferry ride 
across the Japan Sea, separates the Oki from the 


coast of Western Honshu, but it's as if you'd tra- 


velled back three centuries. As one visitor noted 
“If it wasn't for the roads, this place would be all 
forest 


Dogo, фей 


st island, has been accessible by plane 
from Osaka since 1965, but tourism hasn't exactly 
boomed. The Okis have traditionally been consi 
dered so remote that two emperors were banished 
there: Go-Toba in 1221 and Go-Daigo in 1332. 

Still, there are positive signs for the future, as the 
Okis were admitted into UNESCO'S Global Geo: 
parks Network in 2013, thanks to their unique 
ecosystem and geohistory. In the year that followed 
Nishinoshima, the second largest island, registered 


270 foreign visitors, nearly twice as many as in 2012. 


But happily, фе Oki still remain unspoiled and 
uncrowded, despite the increased popularity 

If time isn’t an issue for you, the standard ferry is 
by far the most enjoyable option for getting there, 
as the plane journey is over too fast. After all, the 
whole point of visiting the Okis is to experience 
life at a slower pace, to escape the hurry that poet 
Matthew Arnold called “this strange disease of 
modern life” 

After a couple of hours at sea you espy the first 
islands — black volcanic humps like debris from 
some cosmic collision. Soon the ferry is weaving its 
way through a veritable maze of these humps, some 


just bare rocky mounds, others large and rugged, 


Liberty 2nd floor, Орог 7 days a waak. 
1 minute walk from Oxford Circus 


эре.їр/туВи 


JAPAN RAILPASS 
GHIBLI MUSEUM 
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4 Blenheim Street, 


Mayfair, London WIS 118 

Mon-Sat Lunch 12:00-14:30 
Dinner 18:00-22:30 

Sun Lunch 12:00-15:00 
Dinner 18:00-21:30 


Tel: 020 7165 9506 
Email: info@nagomi.co.uk 
www.nagomi.co.uk 


dark with pine trees, 
There are some 180 islands in the Oki chain; попе 
are very big and only four are inhabited: Dogo, 
Nishinoshima, Ama (Nakanoshima) and Chibu- 
rijima. Each has its own charm, character and must- 
see artractions, such as the astonishing Kuniga coast- 
line on Nishinoshima, the second-largest island 
with a population of 3,900. 

Kuniga isa seven- 
basalt cliffs, crowned by the perpendicular Man- 
tengai. At 257 metres, it’s Japan's tallest cliff. In 


lometre stretch of wave-eroded 


rs, these surreal natural sculptures have 
popular backdrop for sea-kayaking and 
diving, just wo of the many marine sports available 


become 


on the islands. 
Take a small speed-boat from Beppu port on Nishi- 
noshima for a close-up appreciation of just how 
spectacular these cliffs are. Phantasmagorical rock 
formations rise out of the sea, some like craggy 
giant's fingers, others forming natural arches to the 
shore. Ea 
such as the Palace of the Dragon King or the Bridge 
to Heaven 


ich one even has its own evocative name, 


The ride takesa nail-biting turn when, in apparent 
defiance of common sense and the laws of physics, 


heads coward а narrow cr 


your boat suddenly 
vasse in the red and black cliffs, hardly wide 


enough for a bicycle, never mind a boat. Never 


theless, the boat slows to a crawl and inches 
straight into the darkness of the cave, so narrow 
the 
ful 
lights, leaving you enveloped in total darkness. 
Hence the cave's name, the Cavern of Light and 
Dark. Happily, after ќе 
of light appears up ahead and you emerge 
into sunshine and open sea. 

Back on terra 


Is will graze your elbows if you're пог care- 


en for the fun part: the driver turns off the 


rie moments, а crack 


safely 


irma, а voice issues from a loud spea 
ker at the Town Hall, informing everyone that it's 
бо’ clock and time for all young children to go 


home, With appetites invigorated by the sea air, 


you 
guest house) for dinner. 


an now head back to your minshuku (private 


It’s a good idea to book accommodation at one of 


these traditional pensions before you arrive (Nishi- 


noshima Tourist Office is happy to book for you), 


and most minshuku are run by ch dies. 
Ifyou 


waiting for you at the quayside, waving a little lag 


ming old la 


find your landlady 


lucky, you may ev 


and ready to guide you to your lodgings. 
nshuku is to 
e blackboard 
on the wall outside. Not a good place for fugitives 


A curious tradition at the island's п 


write the guests’ names on a small sla 


to hide away. In your room, a pot of freshly-made 
green teaand son 
on a low table, the only furniture in the room 
besides the TV. 

Sittingon thee. 


e azul pastries await you 


ni floor at a long low table in the 
dining-room with the other guests, you'll be treated 
toa feast of colourful fare consisting entirely of 
local produce: freshly-caught seafood including 
squid, hirogi (a kind of scallop with bright purple 
ог orange shells), sazae (turbot shells) and a whole 


Takuhi temple is an incredible place, but to get there, you'll have to scare off the snakes. 


TRAVEL ЧО 


sea-bream, ornately laid out in rows of sashimi slices 
between the head and tail (left intact), accompanied 
by burdock, aubergine and lotus root that have 
been scrumptiously fried in tempura batter. 

The next da 
what look 


Ikingaround town you may notice 


ike white socks spinning round on small 
motorized driers. Closer inspection reveals that 
they are squid torsos, gutted and cleaned, Squid are 
a major business in the Oki, where fishingand tou- 


rism are about the only industries. Indeed, squid 


tends to appear on the menu for breakfast, lunch 


and 


! Squid are even celebrated at Yurahime 


Shrine, located at the end of a small inlet and dedi- 


cated to a Deity of the Sea. In the shallows, you'll 


notice life-size two-dim «озі figures 


of people bending over wi 
and 


wer is simpl 


h their hands cupped, 
yy wonder what these are all about. The ans 

as in good years the little cephalopods 
such numbers that locals can catch 


throng here 
them with their hands. 


RESTARTI! 
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TRAVEL 


Calamari drying. One of the islands main resources for tourists. 


On the next day, catch a bus from the port up 
to the top of the Kuniga cliffs for a bird's-eye 
view of this natural wonder. Тһе cliff-top trail 
has been voted one of Japan's Best 100 Hikes. 


Теза dreamy realm of wide-open spaces and soft 


emerald pastures, ruled by cows and horses that 
love to prove their superiority here by dozing 
immovably in the middle of the road, blocking 
traffic as if holdinga sit-in protest at the civil 
zation encroaching upon their verdant idyll. 
Atop the cliffs you can stand entranced by the 
tranquility as wraith-like wisps of mist stream 
over the rocky coves hundreds of feet below. 

No less enchanting is the mysterious Takuhi (Bur- 
ning Fire) Shrine. Ie is the ОКР oldest shrine, hid- 
ds tallest mountain 
(452 metres) and it's most curious feature is that 
it stands half inside a cave, with the other half 
sticking out as еб that way because it didn’t fi. 


den away on top of the isl: 


The countryside on the way towards the shrine 
is delightful: narrow roads wind round gentle 
green hillsides dotted with mossy shrines and cat- 
tle with oddly twisted horns, while black butter- 
flies the size of bats flop lazily from flower to flo- 
wer. Thes 
steep overgrown path to the shrine begins, you 


where the asphalt runs out and the 


see a wooden box con 


ing stout sticks. You 
are advised ко take one, but they are not walking 
tually for beating the under- 
growth to scare away the snakes as you tread the 


sticks and ar 


narrow path. 
The constant chirping of the cicadas becomesan 
intimidating roar as you beat your way up the 
narrow path through thick vegetation. The 
humid claustrophobia of Takuhi’s snake-and- 
mosquito infested kingdom is a world away from 
the airy heights of the Kuniga cliffs. The occa- 

sional clearing offers tantalizing views of the sea, 


shimmering gold in the sun, with mist-shrouded 
islands stretching away like a dragon's сай. 

In front of the shrine stands a magnificent 800- 
year-old cedar, while the shrine itselfis every bit 
as astounding as the rumours suggest. Locals will 
assure you it was built by being pushed out of the 
huge cave sometime in the mid-Heian Era (794 

1185). 

Like Yurahime, Takuhi Shrine is dedicated to 
the same Sea Guardian Deity. In olden times, 
islanders lita beacon outside the shrine to guide 
boats into the bay in bad weather (hence the 
name Burning Fire, or Torch Shrine). It was even 
impressive enough for the famous artist Hiroshige 
to have commemorated the scene with а wood- 
cut, Boats still sound their horn when coming in 
sight of this unique shrine. 

Gazing on this magical scene, with the forested 
fternoon 
sunshine, pause to remember the two emperors 
banished here 700 years ago. It’s hard to avoid 
concluding that, as far as banishments go, being 


mountainsides glistening in the soft 


forced to spend the rest of your life here doesn't 
really seem like such a terrible punishment. 
STEVE JOHN РомЕЦ. 


TO GET THERE 


Boats travel to the Oki islands from both 
Shichirui harbour in Shimane prefecture and 
Sakai Minato harbour in Tottori prefecture. 
From Tokyo, take the shinkansen to Okayama 
(3 hours 25 mins), then the Yakumo express to 
Matsue (2 hours 22 mins) and finally 40 mins 
by bus to Shichirui (1,000 yen). 

To get to Sakai Minato, take the same route as 
far as Okayama, then take the Yakumo express 
to Yonago (2 hours 9 mins) before taking the 
Sakai line all the way to the last stop (43 mins). 
The crossing costs 3,240 yen by ferry, or from 
6,170 yen by express boat. 

There are no direct flights between Tokyo and 
the Oki islands, so you will have to get a 
connection from Itami airport in Osaka. In 
total, it takes around two hours to fly from 
Tokyo to the Oki islands via Osaka using Japan 
Airlines. A return flight costs 70,000 yen. 
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NIHONGO ® 


LANGUAGE Omoshiroi yo NIHONGO! 


Welcome once again, to the fascinating world 
of the Japanese language. 


‘This month's Japanese phrases. 
| TEE "hanakin" 
During the 19805 the word 464 "Һапакіп" 


was popular and used by many. A few young 


n everyday life, Japanese love to abbreviate 
words and phrases, However some of these 


words fade away as time goes by. 


people think it is cool to bring back old words 
like this and use them on twitter, but usually 
this word is used by the older generation. The 
first part, 46 "hana" means flower and is also 
part of the adjective 105>2» "hanayaka", mea- 
ning brilliant or lively, to express happiness and 
excitement, The second part, Ф "Кп" is a shor- 


tened version of ӨҢІН "kinyöbi" (Friday) 


ТЕ "Hanakin" is to rejoice because it is Friday 
and you can do what you like because the next 
day is not a working day. It was basically the 
Japanese version of the abbreviation TGIF 
"Thanks God it's Friday” 


| 15/535 "hashigo suru" 


This word is also used by the older generation, 


sometimes to make the youngsters laugh. 7 
2и "Hashigo" translated literally means lad- 
der. However, when you add 7 2 "suru" to 
make it a verb, it means to go from one pub 
to another to drink, in other words, a pub 
crawl! There are also variations like. 727 27 
18 "hashigozake” О" zake" being the same 
word as "sake") and 75 ТЇ СЭ "hashigonomi" 
(ФА "nomi" is for drinking) 


Example sentences: 
Y SHER, ИЕ К, 


(Куб ша hanakin da! Аза made asobé уо.) 


Today is Friday. Let's party until morning. 

9 т5н, Soe MAK, b3 
AYALEI. | 

(Куб wa motto nomitai na. Mou ikken hashigo 
2712) 


I want to drink more today. Let's hit another bar. 


Events in the U.K. 


Eastern Exchanges: 

East Asian Craft and Design 

until 31st May / Manchester 
www.manchestergalleries.org 


Carving the Future - Contemporary 
Japanese Sculpture Today 

Talk with Noe Aoki and Teppei Капеш}! 
18th May / London 

http://asiahouse.org 


ons 


Post-Apocalypse by Keita Miyazaki 
until 1st Jun / London 
www.dajf.org.uk 


МСМ Comic Con 
22nd to 24th May / Excel, London 
www.memcamiccon.com 


Theatre & Music 


moumoon and PASSEPIED at The Great 


Escape Festive 
15th May / Various Brighton Venues 
http://greatescapefestival.com 


Disclaimer Zoom Japan doesnot accept элу responsibilty for 
events registered in the calendar, о fr any loss or damage 
resulting fram these events Events sted are natin any way run ог 
endorsed by Zoom Japan. 


Marlborough Recital Series vol.16 
Masachi Nishiyama - piano 

Jacob Reina Caro -violin 

16th May / The Schott Music Shop, London 
oyjltdmasachi@aol.com 


МИСС Europe Tour 2015 
"ЕСК THE PAST F#CK THE FUTURE" 
18th May / London 
www.o2academyislington.co.uk 


Dir En Grey Tour1S THE UNSTOPPABLE LIFE 
23rd & 24th Мау / London 
www.02academyislington.co.uk 


‘Aska Presents: LCDD - Two day residency 
with blowing up the workshop (DJ) + 
Clive Bell / Rie Nakajima + Continuo (DJ) 
24th & 25th Мау / London 
www.cafeoto.co.uk 


GENERATIONS WORLD TOUR 
2015“GENERATION EX” 

13th Jun / London 
www.o2academyislington.co.uk 


Robomagic Presents JAPAN NIGHT 
Artists: VAMPS, [Alexandros], 
ОКАМОТО5, Ling Tosite Sigure 


www.ticketmaster.co.uk 


Other 


Don’t mention the War! Writing the 
Alienated Self in Post-war Japan - 
Mark Williams 

18th Мау / London 

www japansociety.org.uk 


Screen Translation and the Benshi 
Tradition in Japan 

21st May /London 
www.britac.ac.uk 
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